
90 essexlifemag.co.uk

There was an amazing turnout for The 
Maddi Foundation Ball which was held at 
Down Hall Country House Hotel in March. 
The foundation is raising awareness and 
funds for an extremely rare disease known 
as SPG15, a type of motor neurone disease. 
The founder of the charity, Carina 
Thurgood, and her family began raising 
funds and awareness when their teenage 

daughter Maddi was diagnosed with this 
unforgiving disease. All funds raised on the 
evening will go to Sheffield University who 
are conducting a gene therapy program 
with hopes of arresting progression of the 
disease. Fundraising efforts will continue to 
support this research. Acorn Insurance and 
Tish Press Accountants were the main 
sponsors of the event. w
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